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SUBJECT: QUARTERLY MEAT CABLE 

1. ESTIMATED BONELESS BEEF SHIPMENTS SUBJECT PL-88482 IN 
THOUSAND POUNDS FOR 1975 BY QUARTER FOLLOWS: 

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH TOTAL 
4,064 6,677 6,842 15,000 32,583 

IN OCTOBER FIRST MONTH OF THE FOURTH QUARTER MEXICO SHIPPED 
4.03 MILLION LBS. HOWEVER EASING OF U.S. BONESLESS BEEF PRICES 
SLOWED THE DEVELOPING RAPID MOVEMENT OF MEXICAN BONELESS. ALSO 
PRICED FOR U.S. "MAQUILA" TYPE CATTLE MOVE UP A BIT. 

FOURTH QUARTER SHIPMENTS NOW ESTIMATED AT 
15 MILLION LBS. HOWEVER IP U.S. PRICE FOR BONELESS MOVE 
RAPIDLY TO 70 CETNS/71 CENTS LB. AND BONING CATTLE HOLD 
AT CURRENT PRICES OUT FINAL ESTIMATE 

COULD BE NO MORE THAN 5/6 MILLION POUNDS ON THE LOW SIDE. 

2. NUMBERS CATTLE (1000 HEAD) 

1974 1975 1976 

A. ON FARMS 26,570 928,711 28,772 
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B. SLAUGHTER 4,966 5,229 5,617 
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SUPPLY AND DEMAND (1000 MT CWE) 

A. SUPPLY 1974 1975 1976 

(1) PRODUCTION 844 889 956 

(2) IMPORTS NIL NIL NIL 

TOTAL 844 889 956 

B. DISAPPEARANCE 

(1) DOMESTIC 

CONSUMPTION 825 874 926 

(2) EXPORTS 

(A) BONE NIL NIL NIL 

(B) BONESLESS 

IN CWE 19.0 15.0 29.5 

EXPORTS 1976 (BY QUARTER TO U.S., 1000 LBS OE PRODUCT WT.) 

(A) 

(1) 14,000 

(2) 16,000 

(3) 14,000 

(4) 20,000 
TOTAL 64,000 

(B) ANNUAL BASIS ALL SOURCES - 65,000 

3. THERE ARE PROBLEMS AHEAD EOR THE MEXICAN BEEE AND CATTLE 
INDUSTRY. IN THE NORTH A LARGE PART OE LAST YEARCALVES, 

NOW YEARLINGS PLUS THIS YEAR CALE CROP REMAIN ON THE RANCHES 
UNSOLD BECAUSE OE WHAT ARE THOUGHT 

TO BE UNATTRACTIVE U.S PRICES. MANY OE THE NORTHERN RANCES 
ARE STOCKED TO THE LIMIT. A SEVERE DROUGHT AND EORCED SALES 
ONE OE THE EOLLOWING OR A COMBINATION THEREOE WILL TAKE PLACE 
(1) SEVERE CULLING OE THE COW HERDS TO MAKE ROOM EOR YEARLINGS 
AND CALVES (2) SALE OE YEARLINGS AT CURRENT LOW PRICES (3) 
SLAUGHTER OF LIGHT WEIGHT YEARLINGS AND CALVES. CALE AND YEAR- 
LING SLAUGHTER HAS NEVER BEEN POPULAR IN MEXICO. 

IN ANY EVENT THERE WILL BE MORE BEEF AVILABLE EOR EXPORT IN 
1976 PROVIDED GOM ODES NOT ENTER THE PICTURE WITH SOME SCHEME 
TO MOVE MORE BEEE INTO DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION VIA SUBSIDY 
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PROGRAMS SIMILAR TO THE MILK SUBSIDY PROGRAM THIS COULD HAPPEN. 
CURRENT GOM SENTITMENT IS STRONGLY IN EAVOR OF SOCIAL PROGRAMS 
THAT BENEFIT THE MASSES OE PEOPLE. SUCH A PROGRAM WOULD ALSO 
BENEEIT CATTLEMEN IF THEY FIND THEMSELVE IN A DISTRESS SALE 
PSOTURE WITH NO ALTERNATIVE MARKETS. 

JOVA 
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